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Introduction 


About Hase Chittara: 

The traditional Folk art is mural painting known as Hase Chittara in Sagara village of Shimoga district. The art is 
traditionally practiced by Adi Dravida and few other communities in and around districts of Shimoga. Hase Chit- 
tara painting is done on mud walls of tribal houses. The aesthetic designs of tribal figures, geometric patterns 
are intricately painted with natural grass brush and natural colors which are made using rice flour and Kemman- 
nu-red earth, Sunna-lime stone and turmeric. The unique folk art is mainly practiced by tribal women during 
their leisure time. All the themes of Hase Chittara are inspired by nature. This particular religious art is majorly 
practiced during weddings and local ritual occasions. 


Paddy Thorana: 

Sagara is located in Shimoga district of Karnataka. Paddy design/decorations is traditionally practiced by the folk 
artisans of Sagara. Paddy Thorana (hanging) is an art form creatively designed using paddy shoots/leaves into 
Thorana. The traditional art form has very important significance in the life of the local people. Paddy product 
forms such as birds, door hangings etc. are inspired by nature. The craft was introduced by ‘Della Vella’ from 
French during 1625. 


People: 

Chandrasekhar -Senior artisan from Sagara has been practicing the craft from past 20 years. He has introduced 
many innovative art forms without disturbing the traditional aspect of the folk art. Many youngsters of current 
generation are inspired by his creativity and joined hands to create many more innovative art forms of paddy. 
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Chittara art of Sagara. 


Pots with Chittara art. 
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Making Process 


Paddy is cut from the fields before 10 days of harvesting. After cutting, the paddy shots/strands are dried in the 
fields for 3 to 4 days. The paddy is separated by its quality. Artisan carefully inspects the paddy shots to segre- 
gate by quality. Good quality paddy strands are mainly used for ‘Thorana’. The medium quality is used to make 
decorative pieces. Poor quality paddy is discarded. 


Types of Paddy used in making process: 


1. Padma Rekhe 
2. Bangara kaddi 
3. Bhathadha Thali 


The above mentioned varieties are mainly cultivated for paddy design and to make decorative paddy items. 
Making process is very interesting starts by twisting two paddy strands diagonally. The twisted paddy strands are 
knotted initially to strengthen the Thorana. Now the strands are continuously added one by one horizontally to 
maintain the width. After knotting one inch of Thorana, the grain filling is added. Weaving of paddy Thorana is 
done in zigzag manner by locking paddy shots between them. The finished traditional Thorana are used to deco- 
rate the main doors of rural villages during their festival time. 
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The length is increased by adding additional paddy Grain fillings are added to decorate Thorana. 
strand 
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Paddy stem is put on top of each other. 


Strand is twisted (overlapping) diagonally to start 
the knotting process. 


Twisted again from other side. 
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Another paddy strand is added to continue the knot. 


Making knot. 


The knots are pulled to make them strong. 


Paddy strand is inserted to create pattern. 
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Width of the border is increased by adding additional Strands are continuously added to weave the knotting 
strands. process. 


The horizontal strands are added to maintain the width of the Thorana and bent from other side to continue the 
design. 


D’source 


Digital Learning Environment for Design - www.dsot 


Design Resource 


Paddy-Sagara 

Folk Art of Mural Painting 

by 

Mr. Mahesh, Mr. Tushar Barman and 
Mr. Mahendra 

NID, Bengaluru 


Source: 
http://www.dsource.in/resource/paddy-sagara/mak- 
ing-process 


1. Introduction 

2. Making Process 
3. Products 

4. Contact Details 


11 


The grain filling is used to decorate the Thorana. 


design pattern. 
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Products 


Paddy grain filling are creatively made into interesting decorative items. The final products include six types 
Thoranas like 

* Door hangings, 

* Gandaberunda- mythological form, 

* Aralida yele- bloomed leaf form, 

¢ Hakigalu (birds), 

* Gudugalu (nest), 

¢ Jade guchaa. 


All the products are mainly for decorating doors and corridors during festivals and weddings. The length of these 
Thoranas range from 15 to 20 feet in length. The biggest Thorana is 1111 feet in length. The products are market- 
ed in places like Bangalore, Shringeri, Mysore, Davangere of Karnataka state. The life span of final product is 10 
years. 


Traditional Mantap design from Chittara. 


Stylizing the traditional products. 
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Local name of design pattern is- Jade guchaa. Thorana- door hanging. 
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Different forms of Gandaberunda. 


Chittara art on rice container. 


Themes of Chittara painting include birds, tribal houses 
and architecture. 
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Paddy house - made of paddy grains. 
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Contact Details 


This documentation was done by Mr. Mahesh, Mr. Tushar Barman and Mr. Mahendra, 
NID R&D campus, Bengaluru. 


You could write to the following address regarding suggestions and clarifications: 


Helpdesk details: 

Co-ordinator 

Project e-kalpa 

R & D Campus 

National Institute of Design 
#12 HMT Link Road, Off Tumkur Road 
Bengaluru 560 022 

India 

Phone: 

+91 80 2357 9054 

Fax: 

+91 80 2337 3086 

Email: dsource.in[at]gmail.com. 


